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8th Grade Spotlight Student
By: Roha Zaidi

Hanover Central Middle School is filled with
talented students who are doing amazing things!
One student in particular is Colleen Donaldson.

Colleen is an 8th grader this year, and she is
participating in 4H. Keep on reading to learn

more about her experiences as a member of this
unique club!

To start off, let’s talk about what 4H is. 4H stands
for head, heart, hands, and health. It is for kids in

grades K-12, and the club meets every Sunday.
Colleen, who is the secretary of the group, has
been a member for five years. When asked to

explain what 4H is all about, she said, “It’s a fun
club where you do projects, learn new things,

and work with animals, and it is very different.”
Colleen is a part of many exciting projects in 4H.

She participates in horse shows, weaving
baskets, creating ceramics/pottery, and tractor

projects! Colleen also works with cows and goats.
Out of all the projects, her favorite is working

with goats, because “It’s a new challenge, and it’s
different from the other animals.”

Colleen feels that she has gained a vast amount
of knowledge of herself and those around her

through 4H. After evaluating her personal
growth, she says, “I am way more confident in

myself, like way more. I have more
determination, I never give up, and I am not

afraid to try new things.”  She believes that 4H
has helped her gain a better understanding of

who she is and has taught her new life skills that
she will carry on with her forever, and that is
why everyone should join. “It’s definitely a life
changer. Not just for me, but for other people

too.” Colleen hopes that after reading about her
experiences, people will want to join 4H, because
as she said, it truly is the experience of a lifetime!

To join 4H, please call 219-775-3240 and learn
how you can participate!

Pictured above is Colleen Donaldson.
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How COVID-19 Changed HCMS
By: Colleen Donaldson

COVID-19  changed Hanover Central Middle
School majorly. Everyone is wearing masks, no

one is able to go to their lockers after every class
period, and everyone has to wear clear

backpacks.
The first thing that changed majorly is everyone is

wearing masks to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. The students and sta� take this very
seriously. Make sure that you are wearing your

mask at all times to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 at our school. Wear your masks on the

bus. Even if it is hot, put the mask over your
nose. On the bus you sit closer than 6-feet apart,
so you do not want to be exposed to your peer’s
germs, even though you are probably sitting by
your siblings. The second thing that changed is

that no one is allowed to go to their lockers
before and after their class period, because the

sta� members need to know where you are at all
times and who you were in contact with. We have
clear backpacks so that we do not need to go to

our lockers as often. It is way easier to go straight
to your next class. The last thing that majorly

changed at Hanover Central Middle School is that
everyone wears clear backpacks. Normally we
would need to carry all of our belongings. This

reduces the spread of COVID-19 and helps reduce
people touching our belongings. Plus, carrying our

materials in backpacks prevents us from being
late to class!

In conclusion, these three things may seem minor,
but they have greatly impacted our school. By

following all of these rules and procedures,
Hanover Central Middle School is doing their best

to reduce the spread of COVID-19.

This is a photo of what the lunch tables now look like
at HCMS. Students are not allowed to sit at the red

marks.
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Fall Poll
By: Sophia Hillebold

The kids at Hanover Central Middle School
were asked three questions about their
favorite part of fall. Question one was,

“Favorite Fall Activity”. The choices were;
Going to the Apple Orchard, Carving

Pumpkins, Going to the Pumpkin Patch,
Watching Football, Halloween, or Other. The

favorite fall activity for Hanover Central
Middle School was Halloween with 99

responses and 45% of the vote. Next in line
were Going to the Apple Orchard with  19.1%,

Going to the Pumpkin Patch with 10.5%,
Carving Pumpkins with 10%, Watching

Football with 8.6%, and lastly Other with
6.8%.

Question two was, “Favorite Fall Food”. The
choices were; Chili, Apple Pie, Pumpkin Pie,
and Apple Cinnamon/Pumpkin Doughnuts.
The winner was Apple Cinnamon/Pumpkin
Doughnuts with 95 responses and 43.2% of

the vote. Following the doughnuts were
Pumpkin Pie with 27.3%, Other with 12.3%,
Apple Pie with 9.5%, and lastly Chili with

7.7%.

The last question was “Favorite Fall Drink”.
The choices were Pumpkin Spice Latte,

Apple Cider, Hot Chocolate, and Other. The
winner for “Favorite Fall Drink” was Hot

Chocolate by only 2%. Hot Chocolate had 82
responses and 37.3% of the vote. The runner
ups were; Apple Cider with 35.5%, Pumpkin
Spice Latte with 21.8% and lastly Other with
5.5%. As the results show, the students of

Hanover Central Middle School like
Halloween, Apple Cinnamon/Pumpkin

Doughnuts, and Hot Chocolate the best!

Fall Poetry
By: Ava Perez

September

Summer starts to fade away,

Spring flowers begin to decay

The leaves turn yellow and bright

red,

And a chill starts to spread

Autumn is here,

Halloween’s near,

It’s a beautiful time of the year.



5th Grade Spotlight Student
By: Emma Eckart

I would like to tell you about a fellow 5th
grade student at HCMS whose name is Addie
Wharton. Addie is the first child of two. She has a
little brother, two dogs, and one lizard. One of her
favorite after school hobbies is karate. Addie
claimed that “The only reason I joined was
because my friend was in it, but I actually liked it!”
After a year and a half, Addie has progressed to
the red belt! “It was actually easy and hard at the
same time,’’ Addie mentioned. She strongly thinks
that a lot of people will enjoy karate if they try it.

Addie Wharton is pictured above.
Photo by: Emma Eckart

6th Grade Spotlight Student
By: Kennedy Morgan

Greetings, HCMS students! I have a question for
you: Have you ever had someone you looked up

to, or someone that has been a significant
influence in your life? Maybe your inspiration lies

in a teacher, sibling, or parent. Maybe, it lies in
someone who is extremely dedicated to

something they are passionate about! All of us
can definitely name someone we know who has a

strong work ethic. I believe that Layla Nestor
demonstrates these traits at their finest! Layla is
a 6th grader at Hanover Central Middle School,
and she practices soccer for 2 and a half hours,
twice every week. I asked Layla what drives her

to work so hard, and she responded, “I push
myself as much as I can because I want to be

successful in life.” Layla has not chosen a
particular career yet, but she has considered a

few professions. She says when she grows up, she
may want to be an Anesthesiologist (someone
who puts patients to sleep for the duration of a
procedure.), or an Actuary (A person who uses

mathematics and statistics for business
purposes). As proven by the article, I believe we

can all learn a thing or two from Layla Nestor. So,
this October, follow her example and strive to be

your best!

Bump, Set, Spike!
By: Natalie Eckart

Whoosh! The official just blew the whistle, that means the girl is
about to aggressively serve the ball over the net. This is how the
game of volleyball starts. At Hanover Middle School, we have a
5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade team. The pandemic has affected the
game off the court, but the teams are just thrilled to have a
season this year. There have been some minor changes this year to
help protect everyone at the games. All of the student athletes
must wear a mask while sitting on the bench at games, but they
can take them off while playing. The coaches also are required to
wear a mask. Spectators must wear a mask until socially distanced
with their family seated in the bleachers. If they have to go to the
bathroom or concessions, a mask must be worn. Some officials
have a remote they use instead of blowing a whistle, which is
different then in the past. The changes are not terrible, because at
least they allow for us to play and have a crowd watching!

Unfortunately, the fifth graders’ season was cancelled, but they
are still practicing to learn the game of volleyball. Then, they will
be prepared for their tryouts next year, in sixth grade. The sixth

grade team’s season started recently. Your lady wildcats are
undefeated and on a winning streak so far. They have been working
really well together on the court, which has helped them succeed.

Their next game is on October 1st against River Forest at five
o'clock, so come out and support your sixth grade volleyball team!

The seventh grade team’s season has been going on for about a
month. They travel to all the games with the eighth graders and
always play first. Their record so far in the season is 6-4 with a

few more games still to go. The seventh graders are also
undefeated in the conference. The seventh and eighth grade teams’

next game is October 5th against Griffith at home. Seventh
grade plays at five o’clock and eighth grade to follow. This is a

conference game, so come out and cheer on the seventh and eighth
grade team as they try to advance their record!

Your eighth grade lady wildcats’ season started at the same time
the seventh grade’s did. Their record for the season so far is also
6-4. Despite losing some games, they are also undefeated in the

conference. Some of their games have been very exciting,
consisting of many rallies back and forth. There have also been

some tough losses, like in their very first game, where they lost by
just one point against Clark. However, they have persevered and

are on a winning streak at the moment!
The volleyball players are truly grateful that they have the

opportunity to play this year, since some schools are not allowing
it due to COVID-19. The game of volleyball is a team sport,

which makes the girls like a family. All four teams have a bright
future ahead in their volleyball seasons. They are looking forward
to the rest of their seasons and have big goals for their conference

tournaments!



Should the Mask Policy at
HCMS Be Stricter?

By: Elizabeth Sedwick

Personally, I believe that the current mask
policy at HCMS should be more strict.

While masks are definitely annoying and
often an imposition, science has proven

that they can prevent the spread of
COVID-19 . I understand that they get in
the way and make it hard to breathe, but

they save lives. You can get COVID-19
without experiencing symptoms right away,
meaning that people could easily spread it
without even knowing. I understand that
you likely need a mask break throughout

the day. I am not suggesting to take it away.
However, I am saying we need to practice it

more safely.
When we go outside during lunch, I see

people huddled in groups with no mask on.
They are definitely not practicing social

distancing. Plus, I realize that some people
might forget that you must be six feet apart.
If you feel you will forget to stay away from
people, I recommend keeping your mask on!
Additionally, I do not see anyone enforcing

the mask policy when it is not being
followed properly! When we walk in the

halls, some kids have their noses uncovered
and no one says anything to the specific
students. Also, while all of the teachers
spray our desks, only a few spray our

chairs. What good does a clean desk do if
our chairs have not been cleaned? Masks

are also needed, because our desks are only
three feet apart. The recommended

distance is six feet. Since we are so close
together, we need to keep our masks on as

much as possible.
I don’t expect you to do all of this just by

yourself. Our school needs to work unitedly
to resolve this issue. We should have more
adults enforcing the policies in the halls

and classrooms. Students should be taking
the precautions seriously. If we all work

together, our school will be a safer place by
eliminating the spread of COVID-19 as

much as possible. Then, we can get back to
a form of “normal” quicker. You may think
that your actions are too small to matter,

but they can make a huge impact!

Fall Trivia
By: Claire Donaldson

1. What is the first day of fall called?
autumnal equinox

2. How long does fall last in the northern
hemisphere?

from the autumnal equinox until the winter
solstice or about mid-Sept to mid-December

3.  What is the harvest moon?
the full moon which occurs closest to the autumnal
equinox. Since the autumnal equinox in 2012 will
be Sept. 22, the harvest moon will be Sept. 29

4. How many days does it take for a
pumpkin to be harvested?

120 days

5. What year did trick or treating start?
1927

6. What is the official end of fall?
Winter solstice

7. What are pumpkins, Fruit or
vegetables?

Fruit

8. How long was the longest corn maze?
60 acres

9.  What are the 3 Zodiac signs of fall?
Libra, Scorpio, and Sagittarius

10. Why do the leaves change color in
autumn?

As the leaves lose chlorophyll, their other
pigments are exposed
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Trap & Skeet
By: Ava Perez

Trap and Skeet is something that a lot of people
haven’t heard of. It is actually two di�erent types of
shooting. In both trap shooting and skeet shooting,

you shoot at clay pigeons.

In trap, the clay pigeon is shot out of a machine or
thrown, and the shooter tries to hit it in midair. Skeet
is nearly the same, but the target is moving side to
side instead of being thrown. You can use a lot of

di�erent guns, and pick whichever works best for you.

Trap and skeet shooting is a lot of fun, and people who
join love it.
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